Project:VISION

a nonprofit youth organization
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Dedr fFrienbs,

We are extremely excited and proud to share with you
another year of Project: VISION's accomplishments! In
our 15th school year, we served over 250 middle and
high school students, providing them with over 36,000
hours of services that helped our youth feel supported to
LEARN, motivated to SERVE, and empowered to LEAD.
These programs continue to pave the way for youth to
reach their full potentials, not only as students, but as
good citizens and future leaders.

We spent this year continuing to strengthen our core
programs so that our community’s youth have the
support, skills, and confidence they need to succeed.
While many of our youth come from low income, first
generation immigrant families, we are determined to
not let these factors prevent kids from having the
opportunities they deserve. This year, we continued our
partnership with John C. Haines School, providing onsite
tutoring for middle school €nglish Language Learners.
We also helped 7th and 8th graders strengthen basic
math and reading skills to prepare for critical
standardized tests that determine admissions to
competitive high school programs. For our high
schoolers, we provided one-on-one mentoring to help

them navigate the college application proces:
are proud to say that, once again, 100% of o
were admitted to a 4-year college and are er
fall 2019! Our teens also prepared for the real w
a record number 6 getting paid summer interns

We see the potential in every one of our yo
your support makes it possible for us to help
each of their talents and abilities, as they reac
dreams. We hope the success stories in the

pages inspire you to continue helping us crec
futures for our youth. Thank you again

generosity!

sincereLy,
’// f / / Y
AL el

STevVe ALBrIGHT Karen cHiu
Chair of the Board Executive Director &
Co-Founder

Project: VISION is a nonprofit organization
with a mission to help youth of Chicago's
Chinatown, Bridgeport, and surrounding
communities achieve their full potentials by
providing them with tools for educational,
personal, and civic development.

LEearn

Support academic success by helping youth
develop effective study skills, master
knowledge of critical core subjects, and
nurture a love of learning through tutoring,
enrichment, and college readiness activities.
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YOUTHS
SERVED

HOURS OF
PROGRAMMING
PROVIDED!
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SEIrVe

Foster a sense of community and social
responsibility by encouraging community
engagement and providing opportunities for
meaningful service learning.

ENGAGED TH

STUDENTS ON

100 %
SENIORS ACCEPTED
TO COLLEGE

L€dD

Build character, confidence, positive
attitudes, and leadership skills that
empower youth to be positive examples for
their peers, an asset to the community, and
ready for the workplace.

COMMUI ! . y TRACK TO ON-TIME
THR L CER ¥ HIGH SCHOOL
THROUGH SER' GRADUATION
AND LEADERSHIP
PROJECTS
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Oul® FISTOrY.

Project: VISION was founded in 2003 by a
group of five young professionals, students,
and community volunteers who saw a need for
neighborhood teens to have a safe place to call OVER

their own, where they could find positive role
.
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models and pave a path to a bright future.
YOUTHS SERVED

R SINCE 2004

In the fall of 2004, PV’s team of dedicated
volunteers piloted a drop-in tutoring program
serving about 20 students each week. Since
then, our core programs have reached over 750
youth and continue to be provided free.

We know under-resourced youths are less
likely to graduate high school and to be ready
for college and the workplace. Here is how PV
aims to level the playing field for all youth:

o Help youth overcome barriers to success
and gain equal access to education and
ultimately career opportunities

All too often, our com

Chicago. In r
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e Equip youth with skills, confidence, and
sense of social responsibility that
empowers them to give back to the
community and become future leaders

e Provide a safe space where youth can
come together to support each other and
share in common identities and
experiences

88%

e Advocate for access to resources and
opportunities our youth need to succeed

/ are from lower from First

income families immigra
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our cHaLLence

munity is overlooked as among the most underserved neighborhoods in
eality, many of our youth face significant obstacles to success:

\ y v |

jeneration would be the Ffirst in their are enrolled in report having no access to
it families families to attend college Chicago Public Schools other out-of-school programs
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PATHRWAYS , success

Project: VISION supports youth as they
navigate the often challenging middle
school and high school years. Whether
youth are building basic math skills, doing
community service for the First time, or
applying to college, they need the right
support and guidance to grow and thrive.
Project: VISION’'s programs provide
interventions at all the critical milestones
to ensure that every youth stays on a clear
path to success.

g L

’ GRADES 6 & 7 e 0"

As youth enter the middle school years, the pace of
learning accelerates, concepts get harder, and it is
during these grades that students develop the right
study habits and attitudes toward school. The middle
school years are sometimes known as the “make it or
break it” school years, when students show early
signs of disengaging from school, and low
performance during this time increases the likelihood
of high school dropout.

—

PV supports this critical transition by providing
students with academic support through after school
tutoring and helps students strengthen basic skills in
reading, math, and writing, while reinforcing good
study habits. 100% of middle school students were
promoted to the next grade on time.
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® 1In the last year of middle school, students are

most concerned with high school admissions,
which is a competitive process within the
Chicago Public Schools system.

Students in the Greater Chinatown community
are assigned to two neighborhood schools,
which, unfortunately, are CPS level 2 (low rating)
schools. Thus, most students apply to other
neighborhood schools or charter schools, while
the highest performing students compete for
selective enrollment high school seats. In 2016,
13,400 students competed for only 3,600
selective enrollment seats.

"!H,F;‘J

PV programs continue to help support students’
academic work while staff help them apply and
prepare for high school. PV also introduces
middle schoolers to service learning through
volunteering in the community and participating
in leadership training so that they build the
social skills, study habits, and confidence they
need to enter the 9th grade. Last year, 84% of our
middle schoolers completed their service and
leadership requirements.
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Sophomore and junior years are arguably
the most important years academically for
high school students - they continue to
build knowledge, practice study skills and
habits, and start to think more seriously
about their college prospects.

Youth often need support during this transition
between middle and high school. Academics
become more challenging, and there are also
many social and emotional growth milestones.

PV freshmen are cohorted to staff who help
them work through goal-setting and planning

the next four years. During this time, PV continues to support

youth academically, while helping them
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start to explore their role in their surrounding
communities.
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: application process through test
| preparation classes, college campus visits,
' and mentoring.

I Have Been In PV Since 6T# 6ranpe and
I Have Learnebp a LOT In THe Process.
THIS Year I'm a fresHman ano IT’S
GOING TO B€ MUCH Harbper tHan LAasT
year, secause miobLe SCHOOL IS mucH
easier THan HIGH SCHOOL. PV HAS

SO Ffar HeLpPedD me WITH
HOomework, #eLped me Improve
my STUDYING anD LiFe SKILLS
THAQT I KNOW WILL HeLP me In
THe FUture. THe TuUTOorsS Here are
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PV students are introduced to year-long project |
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TUTOrS even wenrt 70 THe same
HIGH SCHOOL THQAT I currenitLy
GO TO. I Mabe Friends Here
anb HAve a sense Of WHAT my
future may LOOK LiIke BY
TALKING WITH PV TUTOrSs ano
MenTors WHO WOrk Here.

In the final year of high school, seniors get one-on-one counseling
and mentoring from PV staff, with a goal of submitting at least 3
college applications and completing all financial aid applications.
PV programs also prepare youth for adulthood, providing them with
life skills workshops to address things like financial literacy and self
care, and helping them develop professional skills for the workplace.

In 2019, all 15 PV seniors were accepted into college! In fact, seniors
‘ were accepted to an average of 4 schools, and every senior
» 9 | committed to attending the following fall.

.



DUrinG t#e 2018-2019 SCHO:

Project: VISION programs provided academic support that youth ne
middle school and high school successfully to reach their college
2018-2019, PV served 201 youths through our After School Home
programs at the Center and our school-based program at John C. |
We also provide 73 middle school students with standardized test g
the NWEA and the selective enrollment high school exams for the Ffirs

ENROLLMENIF
HIGHSCHOOL EXAMS!

Our students took responsibility for their academics,
and their hard work showed:

8 2 q MADE AN IMPROVEMENT BY AT LEAST
(V] ONE LETTER GRADE IN A CORE CLASS

8 5 qo MAINTAINED B-AVERAGE OR ABOVE GRADES

1 0 0 q PROMOTED TO THE NEXT GRADE AND ON
(¢ TRACK TO GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL ON TIME

100%

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS WERE A
LI

COMMITTED TOATTENDING COLLI




OL Yedr..

ed to navigate

goals. During
work Tutoring
Haines School.
reparation for
t time.

SIHOITHOIH TYNOILYONAI



Resedarch shows that engaging in service learning that addresses real-
world issues helps youth improve academic performance. At PV, service is
an integral part of our positive youth development model to develop
successful students who are also active, caring citizens. By providing
youth with opportunities for meaningful civic engagement, PV aims to
nurture a strong sense of social responsibility in our youth and set them on
a path of lifelong service to their communities.

VOLUNTEERS

. | A B
THe service. "'cﬁ'(ng:ro- eCTS I HaVeParr.

~ ProJecr: VISION Have TAUGHIAMedolBe more open-m
anD CONSIDeraTe-OF0THEr PEOPLEIAND THe COMMUNITY |
. N ? N g
LIVe IN. I4iave aLSO LearnenToBeTierWorkJoGeTHer \
oTHers 3

—

HOURS OF
SERVICE
PROVIDED
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Community service has shapedwho'l am today because of the knowledge I'gaine

from working/in' new environments and the community that surrounds me when' I

/olunteer. Through PV; I had' the opportunity’ to’ work  with' Feed' My’ Starving

lc

Children to packi much-needed nhutritious meals and food for. peop!

e dlll over the

Wworld; especidlly to’ countries in Africa where poverty is al big problem. I learned

Wwhat hunger looks like andithat not everyone s

eps at nhight with

’_——

N\

g full stomach. When I saw videos of children and adults

[

gratefully receiving the food bags full of rice, vegetables;, and

/itamins we packec

, It Was so heartwarming to'know that I was

able to'make an impdct, even though it'was no where close to the

lUxurious food that other people eat. These experiences make me

grateful’ because’ I know that not only am’ I serving my

community, I'am also surrounde

1 by a positive andiencouraging

netWwork or p

S Who work together to give back to those

SIHOITHOIH IVINIES



Project: VISION leadership programs aim to help youth
build character, confidence, and leadership skills. PV
youth also maintain a positive attitude, learn to make
good life choices, and become engaged citizens who
are ready for the workplace.

PV’s leadership programs are designed as project-
based learning opportunities that help youth build
essential 21st century skills including the Four C’s:

COLMMUNIECATION

share ideas effectively with others
through verbal, written, and other
nonverbal means

amee!
* When | was in sixtl

I was struggling
i" members of the C
vprogram. But as |

understood that th

many individuals cr

CRITECHL TiruthIIENE 7

- g Find solutions to problems through a
/ process of analyzing and interpreting
information

A
!

~
My tutors and mentors at Project: VISION
community, and as a result | developed a gr
@@ &l&@@&?i@ N ‘ for granted. Hours spent weaving mats out

limited number of groceries to families .

ik o] T GRvaree (EErE \0 fortunate | really am. Through service pr

demonstrating responsibility, ) interpersonal communication and problem-

adaptability, and accountability, ® )0 Never did 12 year-old me think that Projec
to achieve shared goals - - my life and become one of the places | fee
lasting friendships with other students and
am today, transforming from a shy and qui

love of visual arts, to one that could be a |
@R{E&?EME?V speeches to a room full of people. | became
and have used my voice to share with other

- 2 L ) Develop new and my life. Together we are a family striving tc
innovative ideas
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LA, GRADE 12

) YOUTH
PARTICIPATED IN
A LEADERSHIP

PROJECT
1 grade, my mom enrolled me into Project: VISION.
in school, and they advertised themselves to :6'STM®ENTI:S:
hinatown community as an afterschool tutoring » COMPLETEDPAID .

®* SUMMER INTERNSHIPS *

spent more of my afternoons at PV, the more |
ey were more than a place for homework help that
edit it to be.

| taught me the importance of giving back to the
eat appreciation for things | had previously taken
of plastic bags for the homeless and handing out a B AW by e e

at a food pantry brought into perspective how g = gh&hﬁ@fg N
ojects, | became a better leader, improving my § '
solving skills.

 PhysicaL Emomonny)
G INTELEAC
b

X cekor, Seci e,
t: VISION would become such a prominent part of
| that | can be myself. Since joining, | have made b
staff. They helped shape me into the person that | Q)
et girl to one that founded a club embracing her =
leader instead of a follower, to one that can give l
> a role model for my peers and younger students
s how being apart of Project: VISION has changed \ {
wards a better future, one student at a time. ~ =

) e




BOArD Of DIrecrtors

Steve Albright

Chair of the Board

Rachna Purohit
Treasurer

Michael Gordon

Secretary
Janet Chin, MD
Tertia Henderson
Jennifer (Tian) Lee

John R. Malkinson, JD

Rachel Poon, MS
Elysia Root

associarte Boaro

Leah Hocking

Chair of the Board

Susan Liu

Treasurer

Lily Xu

Secretary

€ric Huang, JD
Andy Kong
Richard Ng
Andrew Shih

Leap STAfF

Karen Chiu
Executive Director

Andrew Don

Director of Operations

Sandy Guan

Director of Development

€lvina Ng

Operations Coordinator

proGgram STarf
Grace Cannell
Yan Chen

Dennis Ho

Faith Hong

Cindy Hu

Abby Millner
€laine Tang

THANK YOU!

Project: VISION's beginnings were made possible by the generosity of those

who gave their time, talent, and treasure. Today, we continue to thrive
because our volunteers, donors and funders, and community partners
continue to support our work in so many ways. We thank them all for their
generous commitments and contributions to our organization and, more

importantly, to our youths' futures.

Corrporare/FounbaTIon CONTrIBUTOLS

UP TO $999

Abbott

Allstate

American Metro Bank
Arthur Gallagher
Baxter

Bright Funds

Coalition for a Better Chinese
American Community

Century; 21

Chinatown Chamber of Commerce
Dragon Boat Race for Literacy

Fortune Brands
Freedom Title
Lakeside Bank
Lisa’s Herbal
Lockton

Nike

Reed Smith
Salesforce
Synchrony Financial
Triust

University of Illinois at Chicago

$1,000850 $4,999
Brisk €ngineering

Japanese Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of Chicago Foundation

Koi + Le Sud
McDonald’s Corporation

Roosevelt Collection

Tapestry Collection by Hilton
Transamerica

Verde €nergy Efficiency Experts
Verizon

Wintrust Bank

Wrigley

$5,000 TO $10,000
Albert Pick Jr. Foundation
Anonymous

Ww. W. Grainger

Insurance Industry Charitable
Foundation

TIX Foundation
WP & HB White Foundation

>$10,000
Cathay Bank Foundation
Chinatown Parking Lot Corporation

Exelon Corporation Foundation
(Stay in School Initiative)

Illinois State Board of Education
IL Charitable Trust

United Way of Metropolitan
Chicago Impact Fund,
a McCormick Foundation Fund



$100 TO $499

Anonymous (Various)
Alicia Samp

Alice & Jared Zhao
Dr. Amar Chadaga
AmMy Duong

Andrew Shih

Anjali Modi

Annie Chin-Louie
Bao Li

Bijayta Berger
Britney Mejia
Cameron Royal
Caroe & Bob Laramie
Catherine Levy
Charlene Cheung
Cheryl Chin & Tom Yuen
Cindy Quendangen
Collette Cummins
Cora Moy

Dr. David de Leon
David DeHaan

David Moy

Dr. Debbie Lim
Douglas Yau

€d Senn

Edwin Charoenpitaks
Elena Jiang

Dr. Elisa Rhew

€ric Huang, JD

Dr. Ernest Moy

Faith Hong

Fanny Zhou

Gabriel Wong
George Jiang

Gigi Ip

Grace Liang

(VDIVIIDUIGIL CONTYLBUTOrS

James Chin-Bow
Dr. Jeff Te-Shao Hsu
Dr.Jean Ung
Jean & Willie Loh
Jessica Fong

Joe O'Neil

John O'Mara
Judy Xie

June Coutre
Junhua Lin
Katherine Baker
Katie Mardis
Kelvin Leung
Khin Win

Larry Bell
Larissa & Todd Amrein
Laverne & Waitung Chan
Leah Hocking
Lily Xu

Lonny Gold
Marc Hamilton
Matthew Henry
Manting Liu
Maxine Loh
Melinda Holtz
Michael Ng
Moses Nang
Nagel's Auto
Nancy Wu

Dr. Nasir Shahab
Nazia Ayub
Pamela Yuan
Phyllis Chang
Pin Lin

Qingzi Kong

Rich Frachey

$800 TO $999

Richard Lam Anonymous (Various)
Rosie Ng Alexander Willden

Dr. Sagar Shah Andy Kong
Dr. Anthony Chang

Sana Jafri A A
Sandy Guan Dr. Ariel Polish
Scott Wang Bettina Amrein

Cherie & David Root
Jason Chen

Michael Gordon

Miss Chinese Chicago
Tim Gietl

Raymond Cheang
Steve Albright

IL Representative Theresa Mah
Victor Kwong
Wadycki Family Fund
Wen Kah Leong

Sean Garrett
Serena Moy
Sharon Fang
Sophia Hou
Sreeram Mittapalli
Stan Bochnowski
Stephanie Gan

Dr. Tina Hong
Todd Alwood

Dr. Tony Scavone
Vincent Kwan

Dr. Vivien Ho
Victoria Ng Ssﬁ]o@@@#
Vicki Rousis
Walter Johnson
William Don
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Anonymous

Brian Brown

Dennis Cha

Dennis Don

Beth Kusek

Elysia Root

Dr. Janet Chin

John R. Malkinson, JD
Dr. Karen Chiu

Mark Yun

Nancy Sun

Peter Tong

Rachna Purohit
Shu-Huei Henrickson
Sophia Shih

Dr. Tony Chow

\/
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A special thank you to our partners
at McDonald’s Corporation for their
generous support, sponsoring PV’s
team in the 2019 Chinatown 5K,
hosting a visit for high schoolers at
their corporate office, and teaching
PV Summer Campers the importance
of teamwork and collaboration on
Field Day.



OUR 2099 FINANCAALS

Revenue & SUPPOKTS

ASSTIS:

GashigiGashiequivalents 75,155

contributionsiReceivable! 46,501

RefundablelieaseibDeposit: 6,480

Prepaid Expenses 1)969
TOTAL ASSeTS 129,216

LIABILITIES

Line of Credit 24,000
Accrued Real Estate Taxes Payable m
Deferred Rental Liability “

TOTAL LIABILITIES 39,784

NeT ASSeTsS

With Donor. Restrictions 76,037

Without Donor Restrictions 13,395
Total' Net Assets 89,432

TOTAL LIABILITIES & N€T ASSeTS 129,216

PROGRAM SERVICES
(76%)

MANAGEMENT /
GENERAL (6%)

FUNDRAISING
(18%)

omomseeromme | 50320
commessvee |0

TOTAL RE€vVenue & SUPPOIT 437,854
EXPENSEesS

ProgramiSenvices 269,972
SupportiServices!

INanagement/General 22,029

Fundraising: 65,940
TOTAL EXPENSes 357,441
NeT INCredse IN NeT ASSeTS 80,413
FUNDRAISING EVENTS

(16%)

CONTRIBUTIONS
PROGRAM SERVICES (22%)

REVENUE (7%)

IN-KIND
CONTRIBUTIONS (3%) -
3 2019
OTHER (1%) =
REVENUES AND
OTHER SUPPORT
GRANTS (51%)



R e i ASHILEYS STORY
" : Throughout my early childhood, Cantonese was the only
W . language that I knew. My parents were not fluent in English,
so I struggled to learn it as well. As I got older, I continued to
struggle with homework exercises that my peers thought
were simple. Although I struggled with academics as a child,
I had one support system that was there for me when my
teachers were not, Project: VISION. For the past 6 years,
Project: VISION helped me develop invaluable life skills, such
as communication and leadership, that I would not have
attained on my own. Throughout my time at Project: VISION,
I have had many eye opening experiences. I led a mental
health session for adolescents living in the Bridgeport
community, I hosted a food drive with my peers, and I have
done many other acts of service that helped me better
understand the world from other perspectives. Being a
student at Project: VISION has shaped me into the person I
am today. Without the support from many tutors, I would not
be within the top 5% of my class. Thanks to the support I have
received from Project: VISION, I have been inspired to
continue to help others. I want to become a teacher in the
future and be able to help students like me succeed.

4

OUR BIG GOALS FOR 2020

007y WIOO%y WIOO%s

on time high school
graduation

WHAT WE WILL BE Up To IN 2020:

e Expanding our after school program at John C. Haines School to include both general education and English
Language Learners.

students served on time grade promotion seniors go on to college

e Piloting a new after school program for both general education and €nglish Language Learner middle
schoolers at James Ward School.

e Working to engage parents better with teachers, schools, and the community through the nationally
recognized Parent Mentor Program (and as the only primarily Asian American community within the
Illinois program).
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) Project:VISION

a nonprofit youth organization

MonbAYS THRU FRIDAYS 9AM TO 7PM | SATURDAYS 9AmM TO 5Ppm

236 WEST 22ND PLACE, UNIT #1

CHICAGO, IL 60616
312.808.1898 | STAFF@PROJECTVISIONCHICAGO.ORG

WWW.PROJECTVISIONCHICAGO.ORG
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